
MELROSE AREA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY/ 
COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 
THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2015 – 12:00 P.M. 

 
 
AGENDA 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
 

* 1A. Oath of Office 
 
2. Approval of Agenda 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 
 
4. Reports 
 a. Parks and Recreation Board (B. Mayers and Jensen) 
           b. Building Permit Summary Log – First Quarter 2015 (Walz) 
           c.  Development Activities (Walz)    
 
 
5. Action Items 
 
     
6. Unfinished Business 
 a. Storm Shelters for City’s Mobile Home Parks – Status Report (Walz)  
 b. Business Development Prospect #09-12-2014A – Status Report (Walz) 
           c. Blandin Foundation Community Leadership Program Participation 

Approval – Status Report (Brethorst) 
 
 
7. New Business    
 a.  City of Melrose Business Subsidy Criteria Policy 

b. City of Melrose Billboards 
       * c. Avian Flu Impact on Turkey Industry 
 
 
8. Informational Items  
 a. Next Meeting   
 
 
9. Issues of MADA/COC Members and Staff 
 
 
10. Adjournment 
 
 
* Amendments 
 
      



 
 

MELROSE AREA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY/ 
COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE  

REGULAR MEETING 
THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2015 – 12:00 P.M. 

 
 

A.I. #1   CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
The Melrose Area Development Authority/Community Opportunities Committee 
(MADA/COC) met in a Regular Meeting on Thursday, April  30, 2015 at 12:00 p.m. at 
the Melrose City Center pursuant to due notice being given thereof. Present were 
MADA Members Jerome Duevel, George Jensen, Jenny Mayers, Gene Enneking, City 
Administrator Michael Brethorst and Mayor Joe Finken, along with Community 
Planning/Economic Development Director Gary Walz. MADA President Bob Mayers 
was absent. There are no active COC members. Vice President Jensen called the 
meeting to order. 
 
 
A.I. #1A   OATH OF OFFICE   
 

 At its January 8 meeting, the Council re-appointed Jenny Mayers as the Council 
representative to MADA for a one-year term. Director Walz administered the Oath of 
Office to Ms. Mayers. 
 
 
A.I. #2   APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Finken, seconded by Ms. Mayers and unanimously carried 
to approve the agenda as amended. 
 
 
A.I. #3   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Duevel, seconded by Mr. Finken and unanimously carried to 
approve the minutes from the January 21 Regular Meeting as submitted.  
 
 
A.I. #4   REPORTS 
 
a. Mr. Jensen reported on the March meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board. 

The Board discussed the upcoming golf scramble fundraiser as well as the 
“movie nights program” that will be held outside on the lawn at the City Center. It 
is planned to show a minimum of one movie per month on the third Thursday 
night in June, July and August. Administrator Brethorst also noted that Spaeth 
Sodding and Landscaping has been asked to provide a cost estimate on the 
concept design for the proposed plaza. 

 
 
 



 
b. Director Walz presented the Building Permit Summary Log for First Quarter 

2015. The total number/value of building permits issued in the first quarter for the 
past five years were: 

 
       2015   2014    2013     2012      2011      
   15 permits       12 permits       7 permits        23 permits  17 permits  
   $497,792        $297,027        $48,878          $215,560   $138,527    
 
c. Director Walz reported there has been no new activity to report on the status of 

the Tesoro convenience store property. Mason Brothers has a potential 
candidate to lease the SAVE Foods building which may occur by mid-May. 
Director Walz also stated that there is no new information on the proposed 
reopening of Scooter’s Bar under new ownership. The individual supposedly 
interested in reopening the establishment has received the documentation and 
application for liquor licensing; however, he has not been returned it to the City. 
Lisa and Jim Illies have their “Lisa’s” restaurant business for sale; however, it is 
their intention to retain ownership of the building. If they do find an interested 
party, they will look to renting out the restaurant portion of the facility.   

 
 
A.I. #5   ACTION ITEMS 
 
None 
 
 
A.I. #6   UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
a.  Director Walz reported that City Building Official Dan Marthaler has informed 

Stearns County that the plans for the “stick-built” storm shelter for the Melrose 
Mobile Home Park appear to be in compliance with the minimum requirements of 
the State Building Code adopted by the State of Minnesota and the City of 
Melrose. Mr. Marthaler has yet to render a compliance comment on the plans for 
the proposed storm shelter for Rose Park/Melrose Community LLC. He is 
awaiting requested comments from the engineer regarding the placement of the 
nine-section culvert-type storm structure on soil without the need for footings or a 
slab. The requested comments from the engineer were received this week but 
not in time to be reviewed by Mr. Marthaler. 

 
b. Director Walz provided a status report on Business Development Prospect #09-

12-2014A which involves a parcel in the Melrose I-94 Industrial Park. The 
business has continued interest in the parcel and is working with the City’s 
engineering firm regarding twin accesses to the site to facilitate truck and motor 
vehicle traffic. 

 
c. City Administrator Mike Brethorst received notice on Thursday, April 9 that the 

application submitted by the City of Melrose in behalf of the residents of Melrose 
Area School District 740 for participation in a 2016 Blandin Foundation 
Community Leadership Program has been approved. The City’s application was 
one of 26 applications that were submitted and one of nine that were approved.  

  



 
A.I. #7   NEW BUSINESS   
 
a. Director Walz commented that the provision of City-initiated incentives through 

such programs as Tax Increment Financing, Tax Abatement, Job Opportunity 
Building Zone, and Revolving Loan Fund to developers for business 
development, expansion and recruitment are governed by the City of Melrose 
Business Subsidy Criteria Policy. This document was last updated and adopted 
by the Council on July 21, 2011. While MADA should have this information at its 
ready disposal, it may also wish to consider a review of the policy in the latter half 
of 2016 when the document is five years old.  

  
b. Administrator Brethorst stated that the City has two single-sided, non-commercial 

billboards/signs each with faces containing about 432 square feet (12 feet x 36 
feet). These two billboards, according to Sections 704.01 (1) and (2) Permitted 
Signs of the City’s Zoning Ordinance, are “to be used solely for the purpose of 
providing recognition of the City and for public interest announcements”. Unlike 
commercial billboards, the City’s two non-commercial billboards do not have to 
meet the 1,000 linear foot minimum distance from other billboards within the City 
as required by the Zoning Ordinance. The current structures were built in 1994 
with support from the City, the Melrose Area Chamber of Commerce, and the 
City’s civic organizations. Up until recently, the westbound sign near Stearns 
Electric carried a sign commemorating the Melrose Area School District 740 
State Champion Girls Gymnastics Team. That has now been replaced with a 
sign commemorating the Melrose Area School District 740 State Championship 
Boys Basketball Team. The eastbound sign, located adjacent to the Meadowlark 
Golf Course’s driving range, currently carries a picture with text about local 
Olympian Amanda (Thieschafer) Smock. Mr. Brethorst presented new design 
concepts for the eastbound sign. Staff will continue to work on design concepts 
to present to the board at its next meeting. 

 
 Director Walz presented various photographs of the backs of the two signs to 

assist in MADA’s consideration of adding a second/back side face to each sign. It 
was determined that such an addition was not feasible for the eastbound sign 
near the driving range because of the trees that were planted to disguise the 
sign’s back, the negative impact the removal of the trees and the additional 
lighting would have on the adjacent homeowner and the visual interference of 
existing MnDOT freeway signage. However, the addition of a second/back side 
face on the westbound sign near Stearns Electric does appear feasible. 

 
 A motion was made by Mr. Finken, seconded by Ms. Mayers and unanimously 

carried for staff to continue exploring by MADA’s next meeting the options and 
costs of adding a second/back side face to the westbound sign and increasing 
the size of both the westbound and the eastbound signs from a width of 36 feet 
to 48 feet. 

 
c. Administrator Brethorst noted that the poultry industry has been significantly 

impacted by the avian flu H5N2. The poultry industry is an important part of the 
community and the City wants to express its support for the industry and to see 
what, if anything, it can do to help address or bring attention to the issue. 

 



 
Various concepts ranging from adoption of a Council and Chamber resolution of 
support, to letters of support to the growers, feed mills and processors, and a 
community turkey sandwich luncheon were discussed. Ms. Mayers said she has 
been and would continue to stay in contact with the Minnesota Turkey Growers 
Association to determine what help if any the City can offer. 

 
MADA, by consensus, directed staff to work with the Chamber regarding this 
matter and to reach out to all those affected.  

 
 
A.I. #8   INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
a. The next MADA/COC meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 28 at 12:00 p.m. 
 

 
A.I. #9  ISSUES BY MADA/COC MEMBERS 
 
It was noted that Paynesville shortly may be the home of a new ShopKo store. Staff was 
instructed to contact ShopKo to extend the City’s offer to also have the company locate 
a store in Melrose. In addition, it was noted that Belgrade Coop has purchased Melrose 
Ag Services from Dan Borgerding who will remain on staff as the local facilities’ 
manager. It was recommended that staff make contact with the new ownership and 
welcome them to the Melrose community. 
 
Jenny Mayers has asked that each Board Member make efforts to identify potential 
leads for businesses.  Board discussion focused on potential leads and each Board 
member agreed to do what they can to bring names forward.   
 
A.I. #10   ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Brethorst, seconded by Mr. Enneking and unanimously 
carried to adjourn the meeting at 1:18 p.m. 
 
 
       
PATRICIA HAASE – CITY CLERK 
 
 
 
 
  


