
 

MELROSE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 2019 – 6:00 P.M. 

 

 

AGENDA 

 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call/Pledge of Allegiance 
 
2. Approval of Agenda 
 
3. Open Forum 
 
4. Consent Agenda 
 a. Approval of Minutes  
 b. Approval of Bills / Purchase Orders 
 c. Approval of Investments 
 d. Donation Resolutions: 

1) Resolution No. 2019-3, Donation to the Melrose Water Tower Lights 
2) Resolution No. 2019-4, Donation to the Melrose Water Tower Lights 
3)        Resolution No. 2019-5, Donation to the Melrose Water Tower Lights 
4) Resolution No. 2019-9, Donation to the Repair of the Melrose Fire 

Department Fire Truck 
 e. Gambling Resolutions: 

 1) Resolution No. 2019-6 – Church of St. Mary’s 
 2) Resolution No. 2019-7 – Church of St. Mary’s 

 3) Resolution No. 2019-8 – Church of St. Mary’s 
 
5. Reports 
 a. Police Department Monthly Report 
 b. City Attorney Report 
 c. Community Development Director Report 

        
6. Action Items 
 a. Liquor License Renewal Applications: 
 1) Intoxicating Liquor – On-Sale, Off-Sale and Sunday On-Sale 

(Renewal) 
  2) Club and Sunday On-Sale (Renewal) 
  3) 3.2% Malt Liquor Off-Sale (Renewal) 
 b. Business Subsidy Agreement – Jennie-O Turkey Store 
 c. Ordinance No. 1-17-2019-1, An Ordinance Amending City Of Melrose 

Zoning Ordinance No. 1989-1-A, As Amended, And Adopted By 
Reference As Chapter 153 Of The City Of Melrose Code Of Ordinances 
To Rezone Two Lots From R-1, Single Family To R-3, Multi-Family / 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment 

      d. Case No. COMP-12-2018-513: Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
e. Ordinance No. 1-17-2019-2, An Ordinance Adopting Land Subdivision 

Regulations And Repealing Land Subdivision Ordinance 1999-B And 
Amendments / Official Title and Summary  

 
 

 



 

 
f. Resolution No. 2019-10, Resolution, Concurring with Resolution Of The 

Melrose Public Utility Commission Approving Smart Grid Technology 
Services Agreement Between Missouri Basin Municipal Power Agency 
D/B/A Missouri River Energy Services And The City Of Melrose 

g. Police Reserve Hire 
 h. Pay Equity Report 

  * i. Postage Meter and Folder / Inserter Renewal Agreement 
 
 
7. Old Business  
 a. Sidewalk Engineering Proposal 
 b. Police Sergeant Hire 

   * c. Melrose Lake – Phase I 
 
 
8. New Business  
        a. GIS 
 b. Resolution No. 2019-11, Resolution Supporting Local Governments’ 

 Right To Explore and Use Ranked Choice Voting For Local Elections 
 c. LED Lights Library 

             * d. German Student Visit 
 
 
9. Informational Items 
 a. Schools and Conferences 
 b. Public Utilities Commission Meeting Minutes 
 
 

 10. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 *   Amendments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

MELROSE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 2019 – 6:00 P.M. 

  
A.I. #1  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Melrose City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Thursday, January 17, 2019 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Melrose City Center pursuant to due notice being given thereof. 
Present were Council Members Tony Klasen, Justin Frieler, Travis Frieler, and Mark 
“Bunker” Hill, Mayor Joe Finken, City Administrator Michael Brethorst, and City Clerk 
Patti Haase. Mayor Finken presided thereat. 
 
The Council then recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

A.I. #2  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

A motion was made by Mr. Justin Frieler, seconded by Mr. Hill and unanimously carried 
to approve the agenda as amended. 
 

A.I. #3  OPEN FORUM 

 

Mayor Finken then opened the floor to public comment. There were no comments.  
 
A.I. #4  CONSENT AGENDA 

 
The following items were considered for approval under the Consent Agenda: 
 
a. The minutes from the December 13, 2018 Regular Meeting, December 19, 2018 

Special Meeting, December 20, 2018 Special Joint Meeting with the Public 
Utilities Commission, and the January 3, 2019 Regular Meeting.  

b. List of bills in the amount of $856,742.03 (See attached list) 
c. List of investments for the month of December 2018 (See attached list) 
d. Donation Resolutions: 

1) Donation Resolution No. 2019-3, donation in the amount of $1,000 from 
SEH towards the water tower lights. 

2)     Donation Resolution No. 2019-4, donation in the amount of $1,000 from 
SEH Design-Build Inc. towards the water tower lights.  

3) Donation Resolution No. 2019-5, donation in the amount of $2,000 from 
WSB & Associates towards the water tower lights. 

4) Donation Resolution No. 2019-9, donation in the amount of $4,259.82 
from Loren Pundsack Collision Center Inc. toward the repair of the 
Melrose Fire Truck.  

e. Gambling Resolutions:  
1) Resolution No. 2019-6, Resolution Approving Gambling License to the 

Church of St. Mary’s for an exemption from lawful gambling license to hold 
a bingo and a raffle on March 24, 2019 at St. Mary’s School located at 320 
5th Avenue SE in Melrose, MN.  

2)  Resolution No. 2019-7, Resolution Approving Gambling License to the 
Church of St. Mary’s for an exemption from lawful gambling license to 
conduct a raffle on June 29, 2019 at the Sauk River Park located at 206 
5th Avenue N in Melrose, MN. 

 



  
 3)  Resolution No. 2019-8, Resolution Approving Gambling License to the 

Church of St. Mary’s for an exemption from lawful gambling license to hold 
a raffle on December 31, 2019, at St. Mary’s Parish Office located at 402 
2nd Street SE in Melrose, MN.  

  
A motion was made by Mr. Travis Frieler, seconded by Mr. Justin Frieler and 
unanimously carried to approve the Consent Agenda items. 
 
A.I. #5  REPORTS 

 

a. Police Chief Maus presented the Police Department’s December 2018 report. He 
noted there were 340 calls for service during that month, compared to 302 for 
December 2017. A total of 24 citations were written for the month of December. 
The year-to-date number of calls is 5,153 compared to 3,520 in 2017. For the 
month of December 2018, the Department received 32 agency assist calls. Chief 
Maus reported that the commercial nuisance was resolved prior to going to court. 

 
b. City Attorney Scott Dymoke reported on projects he has been working on for the 

City: 
 

• Smart Grid Agreement: Reviewed proposed agreement with MRES for 
provision of smart grid services. Prepared proposed revisions to agreement 
and forward to MRES for review and comment. Prepared Utilities Commission 
and Council resolutions approving agreement.  

 
• Subdivision Ordinance: Reviewed proposed new subdivision ordinance; 

prepared and forwarded commends and proposed changes to City staff. 
 
c. Community Development Director Atkinson reported on the Planning and Zoning 

Commission’s January 7, 2019 meeting. Ms. Atkinson noted that the Commission 
reviewed the following: 

 

• Subdivision Ordinance – Students from St. John’s/St. Ben’s worked on 
assisting with revising the subdivision ordinance. 

• Kraft Lot Comp Plan Amendment – No negative public comments were 
received. Planning and Zoning Commission recommended approval with 
no conditions.  

• Non-Conforming Use Ordinance – Discussed but not ready for Council 
review. 

• Ms. Atkinson provided a review of the Planning and Zoning Commission’s 
2018 projects. 

 
A.I. #6  ACTION ITEMS 

 

a. The Council gave consideration to approval of the following renewal liquor 
license applications: 
1) Intoxicating Liquor: 

a. License #3 –Melrose Bowl Inc. DBA Melrose Bowl – On Sale, and 
License #3 – Sunday On Sale 

b. License #4 – The Dam, Inc. DBA The Dam Bar – On Sale, License 
#2 – Off Sale, and License #4 – Sunday On Sale 

 



 
c. License #1 – LQR, Inc. DBA SPIRITZ Off Sale Liquor – Off Sale 
d. License #1 – Meadowlark Country Club – On Sale, and License #2 

– Sunday On Sale 
e. License #2 – Ana Hernandez DBA El Portal – On Sale, License #6 

– Sunday On Sale 
f. License #3 – Coborn’s Inc. DBA Coborn’s Liquor – Off Sale 
g. License #5 John Dough’s, Inc. – DBA John Dough’s Pizza – On 

Sale, and #5 Sunday On-Sale  
2) Club and Sunday On Sale: 

a. License #1 – American Legion Post #101 – Club On Sale License 
and License #1 – Sunday On Sale 

3) 3.2% Off Sale Malt Liquor License 
a. License #1 – Martinez Meat & Grocery – 3.2% Off Sale Malt Liquor  
  

All applications must be executed, fees paid, and certificates of insurance as to 
liquor liability coverage obtained for Council approval.  

 
Minnesota law requires cities to obtain proof that all licensees provide workers’ 
compensation insurance for their employees. The City must also obtain 
licensees’ social security numbers, and Minnesota and federal tax identification 
numbers for the Department of Revenue’s use. 

 
All of the Intoxicating Liquor License applications must be signed by the Police 
Chief.  
 
The licenses to be effective March 1, 2019 to March 1, 2020. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Hill, seconded by Mr. Justin Frieler and unanimously 
carried approving the liquor license renewal applications contingent upon receipt 
of all necessary documentation and payment of all necessary fees.  

 
b. Mayor Finken stated that the Utilities Commission, at its September 10 meeting, 

and again at its November 16 meeting, discussed the partnership between the 
Utilities and Jennie-O Turkey Store (JOTS) relating to the cost share of the 
distribution feeder. Staff prepared the detailed cost estimates as requested by 
the Commission. As per past practice, the Utilities recovers for the cost of the 
transformer (equipment) through the rates and believes it should be the same for 
this project.  

 
It was determined after a complete review of the project and potential payback 
period of the additional costs above the $158,000 that JOTS is to provide via TIF, 
shall be paid by the Utilities through the rates that it charges JOTS.   

 
The Utilities Commission approved the amendment to the Business Subsidy 
between Jennie-O Turkey Store and the City of Melrose for the Melrose Public 
Utilities cover the additional costs of the distribution feeder.  

 
A motion was made by Mr. Klasen, seconded by Mr. Travis Frieler and 
unanimously carried to amend the Jennie-O Turkey Store Business Subsidy 
Agreement which states the Utilities will recover the remaining feeder costs.  
 
 



 
 
 

c. The Council next gave consideration to the application submitted by the City of 
Melrose to a Rezoning and Comprehensive Plan Amendment to amend the 
Zoning Map Designation and amending the Current and Future Land Use Maps 
(Figures 2.1 and 2.2) within the City of Melrose 2030 Comprehensive Plan 
Update.   

 
The parcels affected include the multi-family building at 120 5th Ave NW and the 
vacant lot immediately to the east. The parcel numbers of the affected parcels 
are 66.36711.0000 and 66.36711.0002. The legal descriptions are Lots 001 and 
002, Block 001, Fifth Avenue Addition, according to the plat and survey thereof, 
now on file and of record in the office of the Stearns County Recorder. 

 
The zoning is proposed to change from R-1, Residential to R-3, Multi-Family 
Residential. It is believed that this was historically R-3 but changed to R-1 at 
some point, possibly inadvertently. There is similar confusion regarding the 
Current and Future Land Use designations. The Current Land Use Map shows 
“multi-family” for both lots, although the vacant lot is depicted as vacant on one 
version. The Future Land Use Map shows “multi-family” for the existing multi-
family building, and “single-family” for the vacant lot, but it was “multi-family” on 
prior maps. In an effort to be transparent regarding the confusion, the City is 
initiating a Rezoning and Comprehensive Plan amendment to clearly set forth the 
designations for the parcels.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Hill, seconded by Mr. Klasen and unanimously carried 
approving the Comprehensive Plan Amendment. 

Council Member Travis Frieler introduced Ordinance No. 1-17-2019-1, An 
Ordinance Amending City Of Melrose Zoning Ordinance No. 1989-1-A, As 
Amended, And Adopted By Reference As Chapter 153 Of The City Of Melrose 
Code Of Ordinances To Rezone Two Lots From R-1, Single Family To R-3, 
Multi-Family. The motion was seconded by Justin Frieler with a roll call vote 
recorded as follows: 
 
FOR: Council Member Travis Frieler, Justin Frieler, Klasen, Hill, and Mayor 
Finken 
AGAINST: None   
 

d. The Council gave consideration on the application from the City of Melrose 
regarding Lot 1, Block 1 of Melrose Riverview Addition, according to the plat and 
survey thereof, (Parcel number 66.37011.0200) the former downtown Kraft site 
located at 325 1st St NE, Melrose, MN 56352 to a Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment request to consider amending the Existing and Future Land Use 
Maps (Figures 2.1 and 2.2) within the City of Melrose 2030 Comprehensive Plan 
Update. The Existing and Future Land Use Designations of one parcel is 
proposed to change from Commercial and Public/Semi-Public (respectively) 
Downtown to Mixed Use (Residential and Commercial).   

 

 



 

The amendment is proposed by the City of Melrose for the former downtown 
Kraft site located at 325 1st St NE, Melrose, MN 56352. The Property is described 
as follows: Lot One (1), Block One (1) of Melrose Riverview Addition, according 
to the plat and survey thereof, now on file and of record in the office of the 
Stearns County Recorder. The Future Land Use designation of the parcel is 
proposed to change from Public/Semi Public to Mixed Use (Residential and 
Commercial). The Existing Land Use designation of the parcel is proposed to 
change from Downtown Commercial to Mixed Use (Residential and Commercial).  

A motion was made by Mr. Hill, seconded by Mr. Justin Frieler and unanimously 
carried approving the Comprehensive Plan Amendment.  

e. Mayor Finken stated that students Abigail Rader and Kyle Westra from College 
of St. Benedict/St. John’s University have been updating the Subdivision 
Ordinance as a Political Science class project. Primarily, this ordinance brings 
together the 1989 approved subdivision ordinance, the 2008 amendments and 
the 2016 amendments so that they are in one combined document. There were 
also some minor changes and readjustments to the order of the document. 
Please contact staff if you have any questions or if there are any further revisions 
you would like to see. The Planning and Zoning Commission, at its January 7 
meeting, reviewed and is recommending Council adoption.  

 
  Council Member Hill introduced Ordinance No. 1-17-2019-2, An Ordinance 

Adopting Land Subdivision Regulations And Repealing Land Subdivision 
Ordinance 1999-B And Amendments. The motion was seconded by Mr. Justin 
Frieler with a roll call vote recorded as follows: 

   

FOR: Council Member Hill, Justin Frieler, Klasen, Travis Frieler, and Mayor 
Finken 
AGAINST: None 

 
 Administrator Brethorst also recommended the Council approve the Official Title 

and Summary for this Ordinance. This Official Title and Summary will then be 
published in the Melrose Beacon on January 23, 2019 in lieu of the entire 
Ordinance containing the amendments. Ordinance No. 1-17-2019-2 will be 
available at the Melrose City Center and at the Great River Regional Library – 
Melrose Branch. State Statute requires that approval of the Official Title and 
Summary by the Council must be by a 4/5 vote.   

 
A motion was made by Mr. Hill, seconded by Mr. Klasen and unanimously carried 
approving the Official Title and Summary for Ordinance No. 1-17-2019-2. 
 

f. Mayor Finken stated that in January 2018, the Utility used a server-based 
solution to host its RNI data sets. This was purchased in 2013. The life of a 
server is 3-5 years. Staff has been working with Core and Main (i.e. HD Supply) 
to develop solutions. Based on the review, it was determined a hosted cloud 
solution was best. The integration to the new RNI is actively underway.    

 
 
 
 



 
At the same time, due to the installation of the new electric substation, there is a 
change in the way the Utility has set up its metering package for Jennie-O Turkey 
Store (JOTS) as well as new information the MRES will be switching to time of 
use metering within five years. The new metering for JOTS will be at the various 
transformers versus the substation. Due to this and pending time of use metering 
by MRES, a Meter Data Management (MDM) system needs to be installed. This 
allows for better data management and communication with the customers. Two 
quotes were received for this. One was a standalone UtiliSmart program and the 
other from UtiliSmart as hosted by MRES. Another vendor was also explored; 
however, due to the fact that MRES was hosting all of its 60 members versus 
Melrose being a standalone client, it was determined to follow the MRES model. 
This new MDM will be installed and operational no later than the end of the 
second quarter.   

   
A legal review of the contract was conducted by the City Attorney Scott Dymoke 
and the MRES legal team. It is strongly recommended that the City and Utility 
endorse a resolution declaring that the sharing of customer data is for the 
betterment of its customers. Without this declaration, City Attorney Dymoke 
believes the City/Utility are at risk of potential litigation. It is unlikely that the 
City/Utility or any MRES member would be litigated against for sharing of the 
data to manage customer billing with a third party vendor. Without the contract, 
the City/Utility would not be able to provide the billing and detailed analysis 
without it; it is a proactive effort.   

 
Council Member Travis Frieler introduced Resolution No. 2019-10, Resolution 
Concurring with Resolution Of The Melrose Public Utility Commission Approving 
Smart Grid Technology Services Agreement Between Missouri Basin Municipal 
Power Agency D/B/A Missouri River Energy Services And The City Of Melrose. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Hill with a roll call vote recorded as follows: 
 
FOR: Council Member Travis Frieler, Hill, Justin Frieler, Klasen, and Mayor 
Finken 
AGAINST: None  

 
g. Mayor Finken stated that Police Chief Craig Maus is requesting the approval to 

hire Logan Waldvogel for the Melrose Police Reserves, contingent on a 
successful background investigation and physical exam. Logan is a senior at 
Melrose Area High School and has been accepted to Alexandria Technical 
Community College’s Law Enforcement program for the Fall of 2019. 

 
 A motion was made by Mr. Hill, seconded by Mr. Travis Frieler and unanimously 

carried approving the hiring of Logan Waldvogel for the Melrose Police Reserves, 
contingent on a successful background investigation and physical exam 

 
h. Mayor Finken noted that the City is required to update its Pay Equity Report 

every three years. The report is due by January 31, 2019 which includes 2018 
data. Finance Director Beuning has completed the report and reviewed it with 
City Administrator Brethorst. The Ad Hoc Committee will meet on January 24 to 
review the Pay Equity Report and will bring back a recommendation to the City 
Council.  

 
 



 

A motion was made by Mr. Hill, seconded by Mr. Justin Frieler and unanimously 

carried authorizing staff to submit 2019 Pay Equity Report. 

i. Mayor Finken noted that the City's five-year lease for the postage meter and 
folder/inserter will be expiring in May. After review of the existing buyout clause 
and future maintenance, it was determined that a new five-year lease would be 
preferred. Both systems proposed to be leased are the updated versions of our 
current systems. The new lease under the state contract pricing is $576.42. This 
is an increase of approximately $78.71 per month from our current leased 
contract. The Commission will give consideration at its February 11 meeting.  

 
 A motion was made by Mr. Klasen, seconded by Mr. Hill and unanimously carried 

approving the five-year lease for the postage meter and folder/inserter.  
 

A.I. #7  OLD BUSINESS 
 

a. Mayor Finken stated that County Road 65 / Main Street does not have a sidewalk 
the full length. A grant proposal was written through State Farm to help offset the 
costs of the sidewalk. The City will know in late spring if the grant is awarded. 
Additionally, Jennie-O Turkey Store (JOTS) has provided funding to help offset 
the cost of a sidewalk. It is also proposed to fund the remaining portion of the 
sidewalk with funds from the JOTS TIF under the Administration Costs as well as 
cash reserves / saving from the CSAH 65 cost savings within Fund 203, due to 
the need not to partner on the mill and overlay costs.  

 
In 2018, the City partnered with the Stearns County and install the pedestrian 
ramps. Staff was developed the conceptual and initial design specifications for 
the new sidewalk; however, to ensure it meets both ADA and design standards 
as the project will have noted impacts to private property, engineering support is 
needed to complete the design and bid packet. (The residential impact include:  
full driveway replacement, grade and slope changes to properties, retaining wall 
impacts, etc.)   

 
City staff would perform most if not all of the construction management of the 
project. The City would contract out the cement testing to make sure it meets 
standards. WSB & Associates has prepared a quote to aid n the final design of 
the sidewalk.   

 
A motion was made by Mr. Hill, seconded by Mr. Justin Frieler and unanimously 
carried to enter into the agreement for professional services for sidewalk design.    

 
b. Mayor Finken stated that Police Chief Maus is requesting the approval to 

promote Officer Patrick Nechanicky to Sergeant. An application process occurred 
along with an interview process, with the interview board approving the hire. 
Officer Nechanicky would be on a six-month probationary period if approved by 
the Council. Officer Nechanicky would be at Step 1 of the Sergeant’s pay scale, 
with a start date of January 21, 2019. 

 
 A motion was made by Mr. Travis Frieler, seconded by Mr. Klasen and 

unanimously carried approving the promotion of Officer Patrick Nechanicky to 
Sergeant.  

 



 
 
c. Mayor Finken stated that staff has made its first attempt at coming up with a 

compromised proposal to explore a phased approach to the Rock Arch project 
and the Melrose Lake / Sauk River Ecology. The concept of Phase I, is a project 
that realigned the river, provides stream bank stabilization and improves fisheries 
along the Sauk River from the east side of the Melrose fixed site dam. The 
design will allow for a phased approach to potential future modification to the 
spillway and upstream efforts. The phased approach for Phase II includes 
options for a traditional rock arch rapid keeping the lake levels as they are, it also 
allows for a potential partial draw down if it determined feasible in the future. By 
adopting this concept, the City is saying that they are phasing in the modification 
to the up-stream issues of Melrose Lake / Sauk River / Melrose Dam. It is not 
formally committing to any one design at this time for Phase II; however, it allows 
for both options to be explored and gets the City ready for the future.  

 
As per the DNR during their various presentations to the City, it has been said 
that if the Melrose Dam were to be removed, Melrose would not receive a permit 
to allow us to replace it with the same design as it is today. This subsequently 
requires the City to implement a Phase II project once the dam is required to be 
modified. If the Council supports the concept of Phase I, staff will move forward 
with development cost estimates as well work with the various stake holders to 
address preliminary permitting, funding and final design. Also, by adopting this 
concept, the Council will be giving direction to WSB to develop final conception 
cost for the 5th Ave NE Bridge Project. WSB will provide the Council with a 
proposal at their February 21 meeting on the final design engineering costs for 
the bridge project.    

 
A motion was made by Mr. Hill, seconded by Mr. Justin Frieler and unanimously 
carried to approving the concept and directing staff to continue discussions with 
stake holders and all for possible modifications of funding sources.  

 
A.I. #8  NEW BUSINESS 

 

a. Mayor Finken noted that in an effort to document and modernize the Melrose 
Utilities and General City infrastructure, it is proposed to partner with WSB to 
implement the use of GIS in our operations. Staff has explored other options to 
include a stand-alone GIS program and another hosted solution called MPower. 
After this review, it is proposed to continue with WSB & Associates. WSB & 
Associates hosts our data for no cost.   

 
It is proposed for the City to purchase the ArcView GIS software and hardware. 
This will cost approximately $8,000 for the GIS EOS Arrow 200 GPS receiver 
and associated hardware. The City already has an iPad. One ArcGIS Desktop 
would need to be purchased of which the Community Developer Lisa Atkinson 
would have on her computer. The City would have one field collector.  The City 
would work with WSB to set up the new GIS update for a cost for a one-time cost 
of $2,500. The annual costs would be $800 annual for the ArcGIS software.   

 
The City does not anticipate much in the way of ArcGis Pro training. If needed, 
this would cost an estimated $1,000. It is proposed to update the electric data 
platform into a GIS compatible system using a system called Survey 123 for a 
cost of $2,500. 



 
It is proposed to fund this project as follows:  
 

GIS Upgrade

Coast Share 17% 17% 50% 17% 100%

Water Sewer Electric General / Storm Total

GPS Setup 417.50$     417.50$     1,250.00$ 415.00$                 2,500.00$    

Hardware Software 1,336.00$ 1,336.00$ 4,000.00$ 1,328.00$              8,000.00$    

Annual Software 133.60$     133.60$     400.00$     132.80$                 800.00$       

Electric - Survey 123 2,500.00$ 2,500.00$    

ArcGIS Pro Training 167.00$     167.00$     500.00$     166.00$                 1,000.00$    

2,054.10$ 2,054.10$ 8,650.00$ 2,041.80$              14,800.00$  
 

A motion was made by Mr. Klasen, seconded by Mr. Justin Frieler and 
unanimously carried concurring with the Utilities Commission to purchase the 
equipment and to cost share. 
 

b. Mayor Finken stated that the City has been approached by Fair Vote MN, a 
nonprofit organization that supports Ranked Choice Voting. The Director of 
Communication is Kelly O’Brien, formally of Melrose and daughter of former 
Mayor George O’Brien. They are asking the City support asking the State of 
Minnesota to allow cities that choose to use Ranked Choice Voting if they so 
choose. As per Ms. O’Brien, the LMC has endorsed this as a LMC policy.   

 
Ranked Choice Voting is the method where the voter ranks their choices on their 
ballot, 1-2-3. Maine has famously used it this year to elect federal offices. 
Minneapolis, St. Paul, St. Louis Park, and many cities across the country use it--
as an electoral reform it requires a majority winner, eliminates the spoiler effect, 
rolls a primary and general election into a single election, and fosters positive 
campaigning, among other benefits. It's a better government reform. Ranked 
Choice Voting is a sound solution for cities that have multiple candidates for a 
position. Over the years, Melrose has not had this occur.  

 
 As of today, if a City desired to complete Ranked Choice Voting, it would require 

special legislation to allow for them to do this 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Klasen, seconded by Mr. Hill and unanimously carried 

adopting Resolution No. 2019-11, Resolution Supporting Local Governments’ 
Right To Explore and Use Ranked Choice Voting For Local Elections.  
 

c. Mayor Finken stated that the Melrose Library has a budget of $500 a year to 
complete miscellaneous capital purchases and upgrades. The library currently 
has approximately $800 in this fund. They are proposing to add additional lighting 
in the library and bring the lighting up to current LED standards. The cost for the 
additional lights is $950. The Utilities Commission, at their January 14, 2019 
meeting, is reviewing the upgrade of the other can lights to LED as part of the 
CIP efforts and routine maintenance. This maintenance cost would be covered 
by the Utilities. As of the publication of the agenda, the Utilities Commission had 
not decided to fund the replacement / upgrade of the existing lights.  

 



 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Hill, seconded by Mr. Justin Frieler and unanimously 
carried allowing the Library to spend an additional $150 over its budget allocation 
to complete the can lighting addition. 
 

d. Stefan Rink has notified staff that the German students will arrive in Melrose on 
February 28. Mr. Rink is recommending that the City host an official welcoming 
gathering on March 4, 2019. 

 
 The Council, by consensus, scheduled hosting the German students on March 4, 

2019 at 5:30 p.m.  
 
 
A.I. #9  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 

The following informational items were then reviewed: 
 
a. The following are schools and/or conferences where registrations were made: 

1) Payroll Law 2019 – February 21, 2019. Attending Finance Director Tessa 
Beuning and Office Assistant I Doris Rieland 

2) 2020 Census Workshop – February 7, 2019. Attending: Community 
Development Director Lisa Atkinson 

b. Public Utilities Commission’s December 10, 2018 Regular Meeting minutes. 
c. Letter of Thanks from Alfred and Fe Buschmann to the Electric Department for 

their response to an outage. 
 

 

A.I. #10  ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Justin Frieler, seconded by Mr. Travis Frieler and 
unanimously carried that the meeting be adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 
 
 
       
PATRICIA HAASE – CITY CLERK 
 
 


