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2010 COMMUNITY SURVEY

You can help the City of Melrose by sharing your thoughts about your community. Your input is needed to help the City plan for its growth and development and the provision of community services. The City is updating its Comprehensive Plan which will help guide City leaders in their efforts to improve the community’s quality of life. Please provide your input regarding the City by taking a few minutes to complete this survey about Melrose. Please return the completed survey to the Melrose City Center by Wednesday, August 25, 2010. It can be dropped off in the survey box at the reception counter or it can be folded with the City’s mailing address showing on the outside, the edges taped, and then mailed. Postage of $.44 must be attached for mailing. Please call the City at 320-256-4278 with any questions. Additional surveys in either English or Spanish are available at the Melrose City Center or on the City’s website at www.cityofmelrose.com. Los exámenes adicionales en inglés o español están disponibles en el centro de ciudad de la colada o en el Web site www.cityofmelrose.com de la ciudad.
Your help is appreciated.
The Comprehensive Plan Committee

	Kevin Thomes
	Randy Dufner
	Dina Pierskalla

	Henry Ahrens
	Tony Klasen
	Dick Christenson

	Tim Gillet
	Fray Zamora
	Kent Brown

	Dave Rodahl
	Stacey Austing-Jacobson
	Rachel Dymoke

	Jeanne Kraemer
	Mary Schwieters
	


Please enter your responses as indicated.
1. I live in the City of Melrose: 




_____ Yes

_____ No

2. I own land with or without buildings in the City of Melrose: 
_____ Yes

_____ No
3. I have lived in Melrose:
_____ less than 5 years


_____ 21 to 35 years

_____ 6 to 10 years


_____ 36 to 50 years


_____ 11 to 20 years


_____ Over 50 years
4. I am: (check all that apply)

_____ a homeowner of a _____house, _____mobile home
_____ a renter of a _____house, _____ apartment, _____mobile home
_____ an owner of _____commercial, ____industrial, ____multi-family property
_____ other (please specify _________________________________________________________) 
5.
The number of people living in my house, apartment, or mobile home is:  _______

6.
I am:
_____ under 25 years


_____ 45 to 54 years

_____ 25 to 34 years


_____ 55 to 64 years


_____ 35 to 44 years


_____ 65+  years

7.     I am: 

_____ employed full-time

_____ employed part-time (_____ by choice,  _____ not by choice)

_____ unemployed (_____ by choice,  _____ not by choice)

_____ retired

_____ other (please specify__________________________________________________________) 
8.     My job is:

_____ in Melrose

_____ within 20 miles of Melrose

_____ within 40 miles of Melrose
_____ over 40 miles from Melrose
_____ other

9.
My main language is:


_____English
_____ Spanish
_____ Other (please specify_____________________________)

10.
I volunteer or participate in_________________organized civic, community, church, athletic, and social groups.

                                                (insert total number)
11.
I moved to Melrose because:  (Please check the single, most important reason.)
_____ I have always lived in Melrose;
_____ I was born in Melrose and returned_____ to raise a family or_____ to retire;
_____ of a job;
_____ of its central location on I-94;
_____ of its housing (options, condition, affordability);
_____ of its health care system;
_____ of its quality of life;

_____ of its school system;
_____ of its rural community setting;
_____ of its recreational opportunities, parks, trails, and availability of lakes;
_____ other (please specify) _______________________________________________________________________ 

12.
I continue to live in Melrose because: (Please rank your top four main reasons from the following list with ‘1’ being the most important reason)
_____ it is a good place to raise a family;

_____ it is a good place to retire;
_____ of my job;

_____ of its central location on I-94;
_____ of its available housing (options, condition, affordability);
_____ of its health care system;
_____ of its quality of life;

_____ of its school system;
_____ of its rural community setting;
_____ it is a safe community;
_____ of its people;
_____ of its general availability of goods and services;
_____ of its potential for growth;
_____ other (please specify) ______________________________________________________________________ 

13.
I rate the overall quality of life in Melrose as:  
_____excellent
_____ good
_____ average      _____ poor
_____unsure

14.
I believe the most challenging issues facing Melrose today are: (Please rank your top four main issues from the following list with ‘1’ being the most challenging)
_____ the need for more recreational alternatives including additional trails and green space;
_____ the lack of a community activities center;
_____ addressing the I-94 corridor and its entrance to the City;
_____ the general state of the economy and its local effects; 

_____ limited local growth and development; 

_____ maintaining desired City services;
_____ preserving and expanding existing businesses and industries and creating new jobs;
_____ City revenue shortfalls and related budgeting challenges;
_____ the possible need for maintaining or increasing City property taxes; 

_____ addressing the conditions of Rose Park;

_____ preserving the downtown business community and its economy; 

_____ the flat housing market locally;
_____ other (please specify ________________________________________________________________ )

15.
In four words or phrases, I would describe Melrose as:
1.
____________________________________ 

2.
____________________________________ 

3.
____________________________________ 

4.
____________________________________ 

16.
I feel the City’s four most valuable resources are:  (Please rank your top four main resouces from the following list with ‘1’ being the most valuable)

_____ schools;
_____ I-94 location;
_____ health care;
_____ employment;
_____ strong industrial, commercial and agricultural businesses including farm operations;

_____ people with traditional values, good work ethic and community pride;
_____ good City infrastructure and facilities including roads and utilities;
_____ good volunteerism and community involvement/participation;
_____ quality community leadership;
_____ parks, river, lakes, trails, green space;

_____ other (please specify ____________________________________________________________________)

17.
I believe three essential needs facing the Melrose community which will “make it or break it” over the next 20 years are: (Please list with ‘1’as the greatest need)

1.
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you for showing your community support by completing this survey. 

The Comprehensive Plan Committee
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