[image: image1.jpg]


Volume 1 - May 2010
Comprehensive Plan Update



The City of Melrose is about to undertake an important and interesting project in its behalf and that of its residents. This project will involve the updating of the City’s 1998 Comprehensive Plan along with its 1989 Zoning Ordinance and its 1999 Subdivision Ordinance. The first part of this project will focus on the Comprehensive Plan update which will guide the actions of the City to provide a quality environment and way of life for its residents. That will be followed by the updating of the Zoning and Subdivision Ordinances which will help implement the Comprehensive Plan and achieve its goals. The Comprehensive Plan update process is an opportunity for both the City and its residents to look into the future and determine what kind of City and way of life they desire for both themselves and for future residents. 

Is my involvement needed?








Not only is your involvement and that of the City’s residents important to the success of the Comprehensive Plan process but getting involved in the process is a great way for residents to help shape the future of the Melrose community. Public participation plays a vital role in the Comprehensive Planning process. Residents of Melrose will have various opportunities to have their voices heard to help determine their vision for the City.  





One of the first opportunities to become involved will occur in mid June when a public community meeting will be held at the Melrose City Center. The exact date of this meeting will be published in the Melrose Beacon and posted on Mel-TV and throughout the community. At this meeting residents can help determine what kind of city Melrose wants to be in 20 years. Each community resident is encouraged to attend and participate in this and all meetings associated with the updating of the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 





How can I follow the Comprehensive Plan Process?


Stay tuned to the City’s website at www.cityofmelrose.com for updated information on the Comprehensive Plan public meetings and the process in general. Timely updates on the Comprehensive Plan will also be contained in the Melrose Beacon. For additional information contact Gary Walz, Planning and Development Director for the City of Melrose at 320-256-4278.   








A Comprehensive Plan is a long-range planning document for the entire City.  The document identifies the vision, goals, and strategies for growth, development and redevelopment in the City. The Comprehensive Plan serves as a guideline for the City Council, Commissions and City staff for use in decision-making relating to land use, park and green space development, transportation, natural resources protection, future growth areas, public facility planning and other topics. On-going community input is essential in developing the guidelines which will be contained in the Comprehensive Plan.








What is included in a Comprehensive Plan?


A Comprehensive Plan includes an updated demographic analysis and market research to understand where Melrose is at today and based on market potential, where changes should be considered to help Melrose plan for the future. Updated goals and policies will be prepared in response to both the community input received and to the desired community vision. Following that, draft system plans will be updated which will focus on land use, potential growth areas, transportation, potential redevelopment or change in land use, and parks and trails.  At the conclusion of the process, updated chapters will be prepared that summarize the plans and set a new direction for the City.  This process to update the Comprehensive Plan will utilize the assistance of Tina Goodroad, Planning Consultant with the Engineering firm of Bonestroo. 











What is a Comprehensive Plan?








